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Information and news for the communities of St Ishmaels, Hasguard, Robeston West, 

Walwyn’s Castle, Dale, St Brides and Marloes. 

Gwybodaeth a newyddion am gymunedau St Ishmael’s, Hasguard, Robeston West, 
Walwyn’s Castle, Dale, St Bride’s a Marloes. 
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    Parish PriestsParish PriestsParish PriestsParish Priests:  Fr. Andrew Johnson 01646 636966 frandrewj@btinternet.com  
 Rev’d. Dr Rhiannon Johnson 01646 636966  
 Postal Address:  The Vicarage, 172 Castle Way, Dale, Haverfordwest, SA62 3RN    
    Rev’d Gaynor Ford 01646 693452  gaynorford2846@btinternet.com        
    Church WardensChurch WardensChurch WardensChurch Wardens        
    Dale:   Peter Morgan 636625 Harriet Bishop 636668 
 St Brides:  Mary Lewis 636430, William Richards 636242 
 Marloes:   Yvonne Evans 636251 
      St Ishmaels:  Heather Phippen 636261 
 Walwyn’s Castle: Jayne Edwards 01437 781575, Kate Morgan 01437 781270 
 Robeston West: Gill Thorne 01437 890693 
 Baptist Chapels: Moriah Baptist Chapels: Moriah Baptist Chapels: Moriah Baptist Chapels: Moriah ----    Marloes  Marloes  Marloes  Marloes  Paul James 01646 636241  
                                        Aenon Aenon Aenon Aenon ----    Sandy Hill Sandy Hill Sandy Hill Sandy Hill Pastor: Jon Brewer 01646 279343    
            sandyhillchapel@gmail.com  

LOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICES    
SHOPS: SHOPS: SHOPS: SHOPS:  
Marloes Village StoreMarloes Village StoreMarloes Village StoreMarloes Village Store  and Post Office and Post Office and Post Office and Post Office 01646 636968 
Open: Tuesday to Saturday 9 - 2, and Sunday 9-12:30, Mondays closed. See 
advert for Christmas opening times. Closed all of January 
    

MOBILE  LIBRARY:MOBILE  LIBRARY:MOBILE  LIBRARY:MOBILE  LIBRARY:    
The Mobile Library service is currently suspended but may be restarting shortly 
St. Ishmaels Burgage Green Layby - 10.50 am to 11.20 am   Dale - Blue Anchor 
Way - 11.35am to 12.05am   Marloes - Toilets  - 12.15 am to 12.45 am 

Contact 01437 776126 or  07774 230200  (van) 
 
 

MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:    
Tuesday:  Tuesday:  Tuesday:  Tuesday:  St Ishmaels 14:00—15:00  Dale 15:15—16:15  
Thursday: Thursday: Thursday: Thursday:  St Ishmaels 13:00—14:00  Dale 14:15—15:15  

CONTACTS FOR HALL HIRE: 
 

Marloes: Emma Truelove 07896 
719409 

mvhbookings@hotmail.com 

St Ishmaels Sports & Social Club: 
Sports Club:  01646 636444 or 
Claire Sheil  07768 968016  
Walwyns Castle Village Hall: 
Jean Rees 01437 929813  

FOR HIRE 

THE CORONATION HALL  AND JUBILEE 

SUITE DALE 

BOOKINGS:  WENDY KEHOE 01646 636721 

EMAIL– wendykehoe@yahoo.co.uk 



Produced by the Church in Wales Parishes of Hasguard with St Ishmaels,  
St Brides with Marloes, Walwyns Castle, Robeston West and Dale 

Dear Everyone, 

As I sit and write this at the end of the Church’s year, just be-
fore Advent Sunday I wonder where the last year has gone. With very 
few of the normal landmarks to guide us it has been a disturbing and 
odd year.  

With lockdowns and slow releases, jabs for a few, then for many 
and now many of us are having our third injection yet Covid still runs 
rampant through the population and medical staff struggling to keep 
up. Waiting lists are at an all-time length with people suffering because 
they cannot get the treatment they need.  

But that is what the old year held  - what are we looking for-
ward to in the coming year? 

Some sadness - with Gaynor taking a bit of a step back and one 
of the fulltime members of the clergy team stepping away from Angli-
can ministry we face a certain amount of upheaval yet again, but we 
have to think of the upheaval that Christ and his family had in his life. 
Mary and Joseph had to relocate to Bethlehem just as she was coming 
to term, then after the Magi had visited had to become refugees and 
flee to Egypt. Then back to the homeland as he grew up and then his 
life as a carpenter was turned upside down as He started his three 
years of ministry with us. Then the ultimate easy retirement plan got 
blown out of the window when he was taken, tried and crucified. I think 
we have little to complain about by comparison. 

As we look to Christmas and perhaps this year being able to be 
with our families and friends again may we bless his holy name and re-
member those who do not have it as easy as we do. Those who struggle 
to find food, water and a roof over their heads. Also let us remember 
those who are worried about what climate change will do to their 
homes and livelihoods. 

As we gather this Christmas may we give thanks for this won-
derful world we live in even if we do try and trash it so often, for the 
friends around us and the families with whom we make a special effort 
to be in touch with, and face the new calendar year in hope of a fit and 
peaceful year to come, 

Every Blessing for a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year, 

Rhiannon, Andrew and Gaynor 



St. Brides & St. Peter’s Churches – December 2021/January 2022 

 

Services – please see list elsewhere. 
 

Coronavirus Regulations – Sadly our churches are locked in-between services.  We 
are still having to observe social distancing which restricts the amount of seating we 
have available. Singing of hymns is now allowed, but masks are to be worn.  Please 
contact the Wardens nearer the time for updates on services, and the current regula-
tions.     
 

Act of Remembrance – There were about 30 people present at the War Memorial in 
Marloes  Churchyard on the 14th November to remember those who died in the two 
World Wars from both parishes.  Wreaths were laid on behalf of the two Churches 
and the Community.  Emily Beal and Benjamin Parsons laid a wreath on behalf of 
Coastlands C.P. School.  As part of the earlier service, Mr. Malcolm Cullen re- laid 
a wreath by the memorial marking the names of the men of 304 Polish Squadron 
who died flying out of RAF Dale.  Next year will be 80 years since the formation of 
RAF Dale, and it is planned to mark this Anniversary.   
 

80th Anniversary – The first of the three men of the parishes who died in World 
War II was lost on the 5th April 1941.  Stoker Sidney Phillips, son of Thomas & 
Lucy Phillips, and husband of Winifred died when the RN Patrol Vessel, HMS 
Trawler Fortuna was bombed by enemy aircraft off St. Abb’s Head, NE Scotland.  
He was buried at Berwick upon Tweed Cemetery. All 15 members of the crew died.     
 

90th Anniversary – On the 6th February 1931. William Stark, The Bungalow, Mar-
loes (now Rose Cottage) died when the Iris Flying Boat in which he was a crew 
member crashed soon after take-off. In the subsequent Inquiry it was established 
that a Commanding Officer who outranked the pilot took charge of the aircraft prior 
to the crash.  Following this incident, it was ruled that, regardless of the rank of pas-
sengers or crew, the pilot was always in command of his aircraft.  There are two 
altar vases in use at St. Peter’s Church, dedicated to his memory, given by his fami-
ly.    
 

Churchyards – Grateful thanks are expressed to Mr. Mark Gainfort for St. Brides 
and Mr. Dave Pomfret in Marloes for the efficient manner in which they undertake 
the grass cutting and strimming of the two Churchyards.  The well kept condition 
reflects well on the surrounding areas, and show respect to those who are buried in 
our Churchyards and the families who visit.   



ST MARYS CHURCH HERBRANDSTON  

CHRISTMAS BINGO 
 

AT THE COMMUNITY HUB (Sports Field) 

THURSDAY 9th DECEMBER 

 

DOORS OPEN 7.00pm EYES DOWN 7.30pm 

Good Prizes. All Welcome. 

Black line on the November PP 
We are very sorry that some of you had a nasty black line 

across the  pages of the last Peninsula Papers. Hopefully we 
have found the cause and it won’t happen again.  

Hywel Dda Community Health Council planning questionnaire 

It’s important that everyone has the opportunity help us understand what is 
really important to you in the NHS as we develop our plans for the coming 
year. We work directly with the people in charge of local health services, 
with Welsh Government and we also work with other organisations that 
check how the NHS is working. You might be worried, frustrated or just 
feel passionate about a particular issue 

Please help us by filling in the questionnaire on our website: 

Planning Questionnaire 2022-2023 : https://hywelddachc.nhs.wales/about
-us/our-plans/ 

To find out more about the work we do and how we work on your behalf, 
why not follow us on Twitter, Facebook and our website for copies of our 
visiting reports, surveys, committee meeting minutes and more! 
Link to newsletter  : Briefings/Newsletters - Hywel Dda Community 
Health Council (nhs.wales) 

Link to current surveys : https://hywelddachc.nhs.wales/get-involved/live-

surveys/ 

From Leanda, public and patient engagement officer 

Cyngor Iechyd Cymuned Hywel Dda 

Hywel Dda Community Health Council 



St Ishmaels Potato challenge  

 

Hi everyone, please come to Trewarren Farm 
on the 12th February between 10.00am and 

noon and buy your bucket and potato for 
£5.00 -  instructions included.  

 

The great weigh in will be in June. Remember 
all proceeds go to St Ishmaels Church and we 

need your support.   
 

Many thanks.  
Heather, Church Warden, can be contacted on 562711 if you have 

any queries  

Mrs Margaret Warlow, Marloes 

 

The family of the late Mrs Margaret Warlow would like to express their 
thanks to all friends, family and neighbours who have shown kindness, sympa-
thy and support following the loss of Margaret. We feel very lucky to have 
had Margaret in our lives for so long and your shared memories of Margaret 
have been a comfort in our time of sorrow. Your donations in lieu of flowers 
towards Marloes & St. Brides Village Hall have been greatly appreciated. We 
would like to express a special thanks to those who helped prepare the Church, 
Mr David Rees for his assistance within the Church, Mr Malcolm Cullen for 
tolling the bell, Rev. Gaynor Ford for conducting the service, The Lobster Pot 
for providing refreshments and Tom Newing & Sons for their professional 
services. 
 

Jenny, Katherine, Caroline and families.  

St. Ishmaels Playing Field Association has been suc-
cessful in their grant application from Pembs. County Council to the 
tune of £12,000. The Association will contribute an additional £6,000 to 
enable the replacement of the old climbing frame and slide with a new 
Activity Tower and slides. 
 

Special thanks to County Councillor Reg Owen, Coastlands School, 
the Community Councils of Herbrandston, Dale, Marloes & St. Brides 
and St. Ishmaels, not forgetting the local community, for all your contin-
ued support. 



 

Marloes and St BridesMarloes and St BridesMarloes and St BridesMarloes and St Brides    
Items under consideration at the November 
meeting included the following: 
 
Tribute- Cllr. Smithies (Chairman) paid trib-
ute to the life and contribution to the com-
munity made by the late Bobby Morgan, Glen 
View, Marloes.  A long serving member of the 
Parish, later Community Council, also serving 
as Chairman. Living in Marloes all his life, he 
had a wide knowledge of events in the com-
munity which his fellow Councillors had 
found of great use.  He had supported St. 
Peter’s Church, served as a coastguard, and 
also drove the children to Dale School for 
many years.  All present endorsed these com-
ments.  A Marloes man who will be greatly 
missed.  
Coronavirus Emergency – Please see a 
separate notice about the community volun-
teers.  Noted that the number of cases has 
dropped across Wales, but Pembrokeshire 
cases continue at a high rate.   
Audit 2020/21 – The Audit process has still 
not been completed across Wales for Town 
& Community Councils.  
Planning Matters  
NP/19/0678/S73 – Appeal process ongoing.   
NP/21/0177/FUL - 7, Green Meadow Close – 
A letter of complaint had been sent to the 
National Park complaining about the handling 
of this application.   
NP/21/0633/FUL – The Green, Marloes – 
Members agreed that the proposed recon-
structions would not be seen from the front 
of the property, and should have a minimal 
impact on the near neighbour.  Noted that 
the applicant will retain a parking area within 
the curtilage of the dwelling.   
NP/21/0704/LBA – Listed Building Application 
received with reference to siting a new sign 
on the Deer Park Wall.  Since the last meet-
ing a further application for planning consent 
for the sign has been received, and both will 
be presented to the December meeting.   

Enhancing Pembrokeshire Fund – Solar 
Pavilion – Cllr. Jessop advised that he is seek-
ing quotes separately for the pavilion struc-
ture itself, and also the solar array.  A pro-
cess which is taking a lot of time as firms are 
still affected by the covid emergency.   The 
meeting agreed, that if the Council can be 
firmly advised by the County Council that the 
2020/21 allocation of funds will be protected, 
then an application will be deferred to a later 
date than the 22nd November.  The Clerk 
advised that an enquiry about having a “Main 
Road” sign in the village would require sup-
port from two thirds of the relevant house-
holds along this route.  It would also mean a 
change of postcode.  Agreed that this matter 
not proceed further as the gain was minimal.    
Financial Matters The meeting approved 
the following annual payments:- 
Marloes village Hall - £570; St. Brides & St. 
Peter’s Churchyards - £40 each; Peninsula 
Papers - £50; The Samaritans - £20; Paul Sar-
tori - £10 and the Royal British Legion - £30 
(includes the cost of the wreath).  Appeals 
had also been received and noted from or on 
behalf of the Welsh Sheepdog Trials and the 
Wales Air Ambulance.    
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – It is proposed 
nationally that communities taking part in 
lighting Beacons are encouraged to consider 
planting 7 trees to mark the occasion.  Coun-
ty Cllr. Owens advised that PCNP will be 
providing a grant towards tree planting.  
Members agreed to consider an appropriate 
site for planting.     
National Trust – Cllrs Smithies and Jessop, 
together with Claire Pepperell met officers of 
the National Trust recently, to discuss what 
additional/replacement signage was needed in 
and around the car park.  Noted the emer-
gency telephone needs refurbishment, and 
the Clerk was asked to check with the Coun-
ty Council whether BT has now repaired the 
phone.   
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Next Meetings -  
The next meeting of the Council will be held 
on Monday 13th December at Marloes Village 
Hall, commencing at 7.30pm.  The meeting is 
open to the public, and Community residents 
of Marloes & St. Brides are welcome to at-
tend, and speak at the invitation of the Chair-
man.  The first meeting in 2022 is scheduled 
to be held on Monday 10th January. Please 
see notices nearer to the dates for any 
changes to regulations.  
See www.marloes.org for further Communi-
ty information, minutes of the Community 
Council meetings that are approved and 
Draft minutes of the November meeting to 
be ratified at the December meeting.  Previ-
ous copies of Peninsula Papers (except ad-
verts) are also available.  Council Minutes are 
required by law to be placed on-line.  Any-
one having difficulties in accessing the 
minutes is welcome to contact the Clerk to 
arrange viewing of the hard copy.    

St IshmaelsSt IshmaelsSt IshmaelsSt Ishmaels    
No meeting in November 

DaleDaleDaleDale    
Items discussed at the last meeting in No-
vember included: 
Broadway  
Katie Williams from Broadway attended the 
meeting and gave as much of an update as 
she currently can give and then answered 
questions from Councillors. Broadway now 
have an investment of £145 million. She said 
that they are planning to begin connections 
from January which will accelerate quickly 
once this part of the process has begun as 
the money from applications will then be 
released. It was discovered that when refer-
ring to ‘Dale’, this means the Dale project 
area, not specifically Dale village and so it is 
likely that connections to properties may 
happen in other villages first. Councillors 
asked for this to be made clear in the future 
when giving updates to Dale residents. Katie 

reassured councillors that the offer made 
before will still stand as the price of £19.99.  
Katie will attend the next meeting of the 
Council in January and is hoping to have a 
clearer update as to where things are by 
then. She gave her thanks to Kevin Rogers 
for all his background work with the project 
and also to the Clerk for attending the meet-
ings to try to gain as much information to 
report back to the residents.  
Parking and Village Maintenance 
The councillors met with Marc Owen, 
Alistair Tyrell and Frances Keohane from 
PCC on the 16th November, to look over the 
proposed plans for the redevelopment of the 
main carpark. It is hoped that by redevelop-
ing it, the area can be used to its full poten-
tial and maximise the number of parking 
spaces. The look and feel of the carpark will 
remain as it is with grassed banks being used 
to soften the appearance and to divide the 
bays. The signage is to be replaced as it is 
looking rather shabby and there is to be 
some maintenance to the bridge and gate on 
the summer road exit. The plans are subject 
to discussions with the land owner and Na-
tional Parks. 
Parking around the village was addressed 
with Marc and also with Emrys Llewelyn, 
who the councillors met with earlier in the 
month to discuss maintenance. There are a 
few areas that have been identified as a prob-
lem where cars have been parked on or over 
existing double yellow lines and other areas 
where vehicles have caused safety concerns. 
There are plans to plant more bushes in ap-
propriate areas, similar to the successful 
plants around the Henry Tudor stone. The 
double yellow lines in the village are to be 
looked at and considered at a later date.  
Emrys walked with the councillors on their 
Village Maintenance walk and a number of 
issues were noted. It is hoped that they will 
all be addressed by the time the summer 
season begins. The road between the village 

Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  



and the Gann was the main area of discus-
sion as it has always been a dangerous route 
for people walking. It is part of the National 
Parks Coastal Path and is used regularly by 
the students from the Fort as well as locals 
and visitors. Emrys has taken away some 
points and it is hoped he will update the 
Community Council soon.  
A village Maintenance day is to be scheduled 
in the Spring and it is hoped that the com-
munity will get involved again as they did last 
time a day was held.  
Seagull Sacks  
A reminder that seagull sacks for grey bin 
bags are now available to order via the 
Clerk at a cost of £5.30. The sacks are large 
enough to hold three grey bags and are 
made of the same material as the red and 
blue recycling bags. Anyone interested can 
contact the Clerk via email dalevil-
lagecc@outlook.com 
Planning 
NP/21/0113/FUL – Point House, Dale   This 
application has been Approved. 
The two planning applications below were 
received after the meeting and councillors 
attended a site visit on the 14th to look at 
the proposals. No objections were noted. 
NP/21/0613/FUL - 4 Woodside, Dale 
Proposed Rear Extension & Alterations to 
Existing Dwelling including new roof profile 
and dormer  
NP/21/0653/FUL - 5 Woodside, Dale 
Proposed rear alterations & extension to 
dwelling, including new roof profile and dor-
mer, changes to fenestration, with additional 
home office/garden/guest room & shed ancil-
lary to dwelling 
Financial Payments 
There were no payments to be agreed this 
month. 
Next Meeting 
The next meeting is scheduled for Monday 
10th January commencing at 7pm in the Jubi-
lee Suite of the Coronation Hall Dale. Dale 

residents are normally very welcome to 
attend and speak at the invitation of the 
Chairman, however at present due to cur-
rent circumstances this is likely to be re-
stricted.  

Please see dalevillage.co.uk for further Com-
munity information; minutes of the previous 

meetings after they are approved, and agen-

das.  
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COUNCIL CAR PARKS FREE 
OVER WEEKENDS IN  
DECEMBER 

 

All Pembrokeshire County Council 
car parks will once again be free to 
motorists on Saturday and Sundays 
in December. 
 

Parking will be free on December: 
4th and 5th

 

11th and 12th
 

18th and 19th  
25th and 26th. 

Are you visually impaired?  
Do you know someone who is 
visually impaired? 

 

The RNIB offer lots of grants 
for all sorts of useful devices.  
Search for “RNIB grants” and it 

should all pop up.  



December and January DiaryDecember and January DiaryDecember and January DiaryDecember and January Diary    

DECEMBER 
Sat  4 1000 Christmas workshop, Shibori scarf dyeing and making, Walwyns 
     Castle village hall, see advert 
Sun  5 1630 Marloes Christmassy Events - see poster 
Thu  9 1900 St Mary’s Church Herbrandston Christmas Bingo, at the  
     Community Hub (sports field) 
Sun 12 1400 Herbrandston Christmas Fayre, at the Community Hub 
Mon 13 1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council, Marloes Village Hall 
Wed 15 1900 St Ishmaels Community Council, Sports and Social Club lounge 
Fri 31 0900 Marloes New Year Beach Clean - see advert for details 
 
JANUARY 
Mon 10 1900 Dale Community Council, Dale Coronation Hall 
Mon 10 1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council, Marloes Village Hall 

 
Please see adverts for information on regular 

classes for: 
Tai Chi   
Ballet 

Dance Fit 
VIBZ Street Dance 

Zen Meditation 
Steps to Health 

Yoga and Natural Movement 
Natural Movement and Breath 

 
** Don’t forget, Music Night at Sandy Haven Chapel every Wednesday ** 

CHRISTMAS BINS 

 

There are no changes to the bin 
collections due to Christmas and 
New Year. They will be on      
Friday as usual.  

NEXT PENINSULA PAPERS 

 

Please note that the next Peninsula 
Papers will also be a two-month 
issue, covering February and 
March. The closing date will be 
slightly earlier than usual on Tues-
day 18th January.  



CHURCH SERVICES FOR DECEMBER/JANUARY 
 

Marloes, St Brides, St Ishmaels 

December 5th - St Brides 11am Holy Communion 

December 12th - St Peters - 9.30am Holy Communion 

December 19th - St Ishmaels - 11am Holy Communion 

December 24th - St Peters - 4pm Christmas Communion 

December 25th - St Ishmaels 10am - Christmas Communion 

December 25th - St Brides - 10am- Christmas Communion 

 

For services in January 2022 please contact Churchwardens:  St Ishmaels - 
Heather Phippen, St Peters - Yvonne Evans, St Brides - Mary Lewis 

 

Dale, Walwyn's Castle, Robeston West 
December 
5th  Walwyns Castle 11.00am Eucharist  
12th Dale   8.30am Eucharist   
12th Robeston West 11am Eucharist  
19th Walwyns Castle 3.00pm Carols  

19th Dale 6pm Carols  
24th Dale 4pm Crib service  

24th Walwyns Castle 9.30pm First mass of  Christmas  
25th Robeston West 10am   Eucharist  
25th Dale 11:30   Family Eucharist  
26th  Milford Haven 3pm Combined LMA carols near  Tesco’s Milford (TBC) 
January 2022 

2nd Walwyns Castle 11.am Eucharist  
9th  Dale 8:30 Eucharist    
9th  Robeston West 11am Eucharist   
16th Walwyn’s Castle  11am Morning Prayer 
23rd Robeston West  11am   Eucharist 
23rd Dale 6pm  Evensong 

30th Dale 8:30am Eucharist 

ST ISHMAELS WAR MEMORIAL 
Following the sale of the former Memorial Hall in St. Ishmaels, with the existing wall 
monument being impossible to remove without fracture, a new memorial to commemo-
rate the fallen of the village is to be constructed on site on the Common Land at Burgage 
Green. 
The new monument is envisaged to be approximately 6 feet high, 4 feet wide and 2 feet 
deep, constructed out of local sandstone, indigenous to the parish, edged with ashlar and 
standing on stone foundations. It will incorporate a new plaque recording the names of 
those currently displayed on the wall of the former hall.   
Quotes for the construction of the new memorial are invited from builders from the 
community of St. Ishmaels, in the first instance. 
For those wishing to quote, a preliminary sketch of the proposed memorial, together 
with further details, are available from the clerk to the Community Council.  
Please contact Revd. Mike Cottam on 07876 727906 or mikecottam@hotmail.com 



Shibori Dyeing Christmas workshop 

at Walwyns Castle Village Hall 

Saturday December 4th, 10am - 1pm 

Make your own scarf using Shibori dyeing techniques 

A personal Christmas gift or treat yourself. 

Led by Kate Freeman 

£20.00 per person, includes all materials 

Book your place via email to 

Wcvh.rosewood@outlook.com 

Or tel 07496001932    F. Walwyn's Castle village hall 

Some thoughts on Christmas Cards from Yvonne Evans 

Years ago, the following  message was included  in the annual Christmas letter 
from the Rev.  Dennis Parry, former Vicar of St. Ishmaels & Herbrandston. 

He wrote "It is important to us thus to keep in contact with people who have in 
some measure shaped our lives, and whose lives, in turn, we have perhaps 
touched for better or for worse.  After all, you are part of our story just as we 
are part of yours, and we care to remember with gratitude our companionship 
with you, however brief or long" 

Perhaps when we go to the Post Office to buy our Christmas stamps we should 
think that in many ways we are sending a small gift to recognise someone who 
we may not see this year, but want to let them know that you are thinking of 
them. 

Looking back at cards you have received or kept over the years is a part of so-
cial/family history. For many years, my parents (as no doubt did many other in 
the area) received a card from the Rev. John Stott, who bought The Hookes in 
the 1950's and visited regularly until his death a few years ago.  Others have 
been received cards from people who became regular visitors to campsites, or 
stayed for Bed & Breakfast.   

Our postal address is Marloes, although we live in St. Ishmaels Parish, but liv-
ing close to St. Brides and with a Dale telephone number we receive cards 
with  a variety of addresses, sometimes with Mullock Bridge as the ad-
dress.  All arrive courtesy of our postal service - thank you Meryl and col-
leagues.  A very few - usually very local residents - have used "Smiths Corner" 
on the address.  Mr. Smith died in 1934, and his wife, my great great aunt died 
in 1944 - so really old social history!  



 

 

 

The Heritage Centre will be open by 
appointment only   

 

Contact 
Harriet 636668 or 
Yvonne 636251 

The Old Stables Heritage Centre 

Community Volunteers – Marloes & St. Brides 

The Community Council, in conjunction with Gina Smithies confirm that 
the volunteers making up the community support group established over a 
year ago are still active and continue to be happy to help out during the 
winter months. In particular, the volunteers will be available over January 
as Stef and Paul have advised that the Shop and post Office will be 
closed to allow them to take a break at a quieter time of year.  

The volunteers are your neighbours, and not a professional body, and can 
offer help within reason. If you need medical advice please use the NHS 
advice line by calling 101, or in an emergency dial 999. 

If you would like to speak to us, or want to help please ring Gina Smithies 
- mobile number 07887527152 and landline 01646636269; or ring Yvonne 
Evans (Clerk to the Community Council) on 01646 636251  

How can we help? 

Arranging deliveries, picking up shopping & medications; a friendly phone 
call; posting mail; urgent supplies; helping topping up domestic fuel. 

During the months of December and January we will update advice/
information via the website – www.marloes.org.uk and also by information 
on the Marloes Village Hall Notice Board.     





MUSIC NIGHT 

Wednesday night is music night 
at Sandy Hill Chapel 8pm till late. 
Cover charge of £3.00 includes 
tea/coffee and biscuits, if you 

want alcohol bring your own.  

If you play an instrument, sing 
recite poetry or prose or just 
want to listen then this is the 
place for you. Any genre, any  

ability very welcome  

For Sale 

Clarke 1 ton engine crane. 
Little used. Folds up for storage. 

£90 ono. Dale. 
07900007205 

For Sale 

Sterndale Walnut upright piano 
bought from Piano Teacher.  

Very good condition.  

£150 Judy 01646 636427  
 

 

FREE TO A GOOD HOME:  
COMPOST BINS 

Two Pembrokeshire County Council 
black compost bins (when they were 
handed out, my neighbours didn’t want 
theirs).  I adapted them for storing fire-
wood; the slatted floors can be re-
moved.  Chris Jessop  Marloes  01646 
636789 

Men/women want-
ed to do small jobs!   

 
Many of us ladies who live by 

ourselves need small jobs do-

ing, but we can't find anyone to 

do them.  Leaking shed 

roof?  Kitchen tap needs replac-

ing?  Leaking pipe?  Companies 

advertise that they do small 

jobs, but in reality they 

don't.  Could there be a register 

of people in the Dale Peninsula 

willing and able to do these 

small jobs (and not at some 

time in the very distant fu-

ture!)  We don't want a free 

service, just a service! 



 Marloes &  St Brides Village Hall: our first year with solar generation  

As Marloes Village Hall’s 5.3 kW solar PV installation was commissioned on 
24th November 2020, we now have almost a year’s worth of logged performance.  Below 
are the results at the time of writing (16th November), by when we had generated 6140 
kWh units in 355 days, saving 1,570 kg of CO2 emissions; maybe we will clear 6170 units 
for the full year.  

In the same period the Hall imported 430 units of grid electricity, making the solar out-
put look very impressive.  And while Hall functions have been well down on a normal 
year, we hope to maintain minimum use of grid power in the future, now we have two 
Tesla batteries installed (total capacity 24 kWh).  These certainly do their job by storing 
PV power for later use: although three heaters ran for three hours during the November 
Community Council meeting, at 
evening’s end only one unit of grid 
power had been used.  

Our village hall is now heading in the 
right direction to becoming carbon 
neutral and we will be able to report 
further next year when more data is 
available. However the results to 
date are really very encouraging.  
 
Report submitted by Marloes & St 

Brides Village Hall Committee 

Course for mature drivers 

 

Pembs CC are now running a free one-day course for mature drivers (over 65). There is 
no charge and there is no test!. For more details ring Pembs CC. They will put you on the 
list. For more information look on the Pembs CC website and search for “Mature Driver 
Course”. The last course was taken by Mark Jempson who is happy to give a talk to any 
group.   

What is the course all about? 

• Helping to keep you driving safer for longer 
• The ageing process and driving safely  

• Addressing your personal concerns about your driving now and for the future 

• Identifying bad driving habits. You might have picked some up over the years! 
• Updates to the Highway Code 

Next dates are: 
Wednesday 19th January 2022, 9am – 4pm. 
Wednesday 9th February 2022, 9am - 4pm. 
Wednesday 9th March 2022, 9am – 4pm.        All at Haverfordwest Fire Station.  



Marloes	Sands	Midwinter	Beach	Clean 

 

Unless advised otherwise… 

Date: New Year’s Eve, Friday 31st December 

As the daytime low tide is 1.70 m at 09.55, 

the plan is to set off from Marloes Sands Car Park at 09.00 

All	come	at	own	risk										U16s	must	be	accompanied 

Reuse comes before recycle 
 The joint efforts of Marloes shore scavengers over recent years have seen a 
huge quantity of fishing floats and buoys recovered from beaches, and much 
harder to reach locations too.  Local recycling schemes just focus on fishing 
net and rope, and the Terracycle recycling scheme which was taking hard 
beach plastics is no longer collecting.  However Sue Burton, Pembrokeshire 
Marine Special Area of Conservation Officer, contacted West Wales    
Shellfishermans Association fisherman Mark Pepperell to collect the whole 
haul: everything will go for re-use by him and fellow inshore fishermen, 
avoiding the purchase of new plastic items. 
  Here is Mark with just some of the literally hundreds of items: as you can 
see, one particular buoy was blissfully happy at the thought of getting back 
into the ocean and doing the job it was made for! 
  A welcome donation was received towards maintenance costs of the   
Marloes playing field.  



 

Book	review:	A	Life	on	Our	Planet	by	David	Attenborough 

Hardback: Witness Books, ISBN 978-1-529-10827-9  Paperback release due 

May 2022 

 David Attenborough re5lects on the stages of his life: he recounts the develop-

ment of his career in broadcasting, paralleling it with the explosion of popula-
tion, the rise in atmospheric greenhouse gas concentrations, and the accelerat-

ing destruction of wilderness and loss of species. 

  You might expect, therefore, an increasingly gloomy narrative; but this wise 

man offers the reader a means of undoing the damage wrought by our species - 

a global restoration of Nature without which we humans, along with many other 
species on which we depend, are surely doomed. 

  Not too long a book, and well set out; a clearly argued case illustrated with 

photographs, drawings, and graphics.  An uncomfortable read, it has to be said, 

for those who adhere to destructive farming techniques. 

  “We	have	one	�inal	chance	to	create	the	perfect	home	for	ourselves	and	restore	

the	wonderful	world	we	inherited	-	all	we	need	is	the	will	to	do	so.” 

Verdict: ESSENTIAL READING           Chris	Jessop 

Christmas Fayre at Herbrandston Community Hub 

                        Sunday 12th December @ 2pm 

Christmas stalls of:  Homemade gifts, Christmas 
cakes, Christmas decorations + more 

Hot Turkey Rolls and Mulled wine 

Milford Haven Town band playing Christmas Carols 

Visit from Santa in his very own Grotto & gifts for 
children 

Everybody Welcome, please come and enjoy 

Herbrandston Sports and Recreation Association 



Hungry Jays  

Have you seen a lot of Jays this autumn? Have you seen Jays doing things you would not 

expect them to do?  

What Jays would normally do at this 9me of the year is raid oak trees for acorns and then 

cache them away in a tree hole or in a hole in the ground. They are a common sight seen 

flying across roads with their crops full of acorns and one extra in their beak! They rely on 

these stores of acorns to feed them through the autumn and to see them through the win-

ter.  

But this year in many parts of the country there seems to have been a complete failure of 

the acorn crop, probably due to adverse spring weather. This does happen from 9me to 

9me so Jays as a species obviously manage to cope with it, but it does lead to some inter-

es9ng behaviour.  

Jays have been seen on the islands which is most unusual – 5 on Ramsey on 20
th

 Sept and a 

flock of 101 over Skokholm on 6
th

 October. Up to 40 have been at Wes@ield Pill, feeding 

unusually on sloes, and 90 at Freshwater West and 20 at St David’s. Some of these birds 

were feeding locally but it appears that many may be heading for Ireland – this would be a 

big movement for a preDy sedentary bird.  

More locally, Jays have been reported 

in gardens where they have never been 

seen before, oEen ea9ng apples. This is 

what they are doing in our garden – we 

have local Jays who somehow make a 

living and breed in the scrap of wood-

land across the road, where there are a 

few oak trees. They have already dealt 

with the crab apples, which usually 

hang on 9ll December, and they are 

now demolishing the apples I put out 

each day (our rela9vely small crop of apples did not last long on the trees). The 2 Jays cur-

rently in the garden are apparently the adult Jays from last year - they know how to use 

the peanut feeder. They bred successfully so I wonder where their offspring are – maybe 

joining these flock in Ireland? 

If you do see Jays in your garden, have a close look at them. They have a truly remarkable 

plumage – soE pinky brown all over with a piercing yellowish eye, black and white stripes 

on the crown and an amazing bright blue flash striped with black on the wing coverts. 

When they fly (which they do with a characteris9c floppy style) they show a huge white 

rump and black tail.  

And give them some apples or peanuts in exchange for brightening your day!  

Rosemary Royle 



WINTER				
by	Chris	Jessop	
 

Our cat in winter coat looks big and sleek; 

The rodent death-toll rises by the week. 

It often home with paws sawdusted comes, 

For as the logs are burnt, mice lose their homes. 
 

Up on its mast the wind wheel spins away; 

The ampere hours increase with every day. 

We draw more power for lights as nights grow long, 

But still the voltage holds, for winds are strong. 
 

Yet still from time to time the sky holds blue, 

And sun through glass can bring a room to warmth. 

And on such days we throw the shutters wide, 

And anyone who can will work outside. 
 

For winter's not of just one humour made: 

The very Solstice eve, out children played… 

The air was mild, the moon unbroken strong; 

And only fools declined to come along. 

Dale WI 

On the 2nd November 2021 the WI held its AGM in the Coronation Hall, Dale. 
Mary Lewis was elected President and Gail Smith Vice President, Yvonne Evans 
took on the position of Secretary and Nicola Hunt is now the Treasurer.  Re-
ports were received from the President and the Secretary and the Accounts for 
the year were approved. 

Yvonne Evans, Tricia Hawthorn and Harriet Bishop (the latter two are retiring 
from the Committee) were thanked for all their hard work. 

The next meeting is a Business and Social Meeting on the 7th December 2021 
at 2.30p.m. at the Coronation Hall, Dale. 

The Christmas Party is on the 14th December at 7.00 p.m. (restrictions permit-
ting). The theme this year is “Festive”. 

For further information on Dale WI please contact Rosey Banbury on 
01646636920 



THE	CHRISTMAS	SHIPS 

A	poem	for	Christmas	Eve 

	 

On every of the World’s wide seas 

Are ships on voyage, this night of peace: 

Through waters cold, past deserts dry, 

The Christmas ships are passing by. 

And in the straits, and channels too, 

Outbound, inbound – they sail for you. 

  

For you they risk the storms and ice 

To bring you fuel, and food so fresh, 

And cloth so 5ine, and lumber coarse 

To build and furnish every house; 

In howling darkness some cast nets 

To catch you 5ish – lest you forget. 

  

Before you sleep, please stop – please pray 

For crews at sea on Christmas Day, 

And whether of your faith, or not. 

For you they stand the lonely watch, 

For you, forgo their family life, 

Five thousand miles from child and wife. 

  

Think, too, before you close your eyes 

Of bulkheads, welds, and chains, and plates 

Entrusted with these precious lives; 

The thundery engine, deep inside -– 

That shaking heat, the blades it drives, 

The radar high above, the lights. 

  

And now above each mast this night 

The patient stars themselves align 

To mark once more the special time: 

A bright gleam in each bridge so dim 

Comes shining on the compass rose, 

And bearing shows for Bethlehem. 
 

Chris Jessop 
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